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From the Editor’s Desk

Rtn. Dr. Suhas Joshi

"Two Titans: A Tale of Power and Purpose

Alexander the Great vs. Ratan Tata” ‘/@h
History has gifted us countless leaders who shaped the world in their
own ways—some through conquests and others through
compassion. Among them, two names stand tall across completely
different eras and ideologies: Alexander the Great, the young
Macedonian warrior-king who conquered vast lands, and Ratan Tata,

the visionary Indian industrialist who built empires of a different
kind—rooted in values, integrity, and service to society.

Let us explore the striking contrasts between these two iconic lives,
which reflect not just different centuries but entirely different
philosophies of leadership and legacy.

Humble Roots vs. Royal Blood

Born in 1937 in Bombay (now Mumbai), Ratan Tata was raised in the
house of the Tatas, a name synonymous with trust and industrial
excellence in India. Despite his elite lineage, his upbringing was
modest and disciplined, guided mainly by his grandmother after his
parents separated.

In contrast, Alexander the Great was born in 356 BCE to King Philip
Il of Macedonia and Queen Olympias. He was raised as a prince,
trained in the arts of war and governance, and tutored by none other
than Aristotle. From a young age, he was destined to rule.

Different Paths to Greatness

Alexander ascended the throne at just 20 after his father’s
assassination. Within a decade, he created one of the largest
empires the world had seen, stretching from Greece to Egypt to
India. His campaigns were marked by brilliance, bravery, and
bloodshed. Every victory added to his legend, but also to his
burdens.

Ratan Tata, on the other hand, chose a path far less dramatic but
equally impactful. After completing his education in architecture frogn
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Cornel and management training at Harvard, he joined the Tata
Group in 1962. He worked his way up, facing skepticism when he
became chairman in 1991. Yet under his leadership, the group went
global—acquiring brands like Tetley, Corus, and Jaguar Land Rover
and creating the world’s most affordable car, the Tata Nano.

Empire vs. Enterprise

Alexander ruled with the sword; his empire was built on conquest and
fear, often marked by political instability after his death. His reign,
though legendary, lasted barely a decade, and the unity he achieved
crumbled soon after.

Ratan Tata built an empire of trust—his leadership style inspired
loyalty, innovation, and ethical business. His empire still stands, not
as a military legacy but as a network of companies that touch millions
of lives through technology, education, and healthcare.

Different Legacies

Alexander died at the age of 32, reportedly saying, “Let the strongest
rule,” leaving behind an empire without a heir. Though he left a huge
impact on history, his life was one of unfulfilled potential and fragile
legacies.

Ratan Tata, in contrast, is admired in his 80s as a quiet force of
change. He built companies, yes—but more importantly, he built
character into capitalism. His focus on philanthropy, corporate ethics,
and nation-building has earned him unparalleled respect.

Glory vs. Goodness

Alexander sought immortality through power; Ratan Tata chose
significance through service.

One pursued eternal fame by dominating others. The other found
greatness in uplifting others.

Conclusion

While the world will always remember Alexander the Great for his
unmatched military genius, it is leaders like Ratan Tata who remind
us that real greatness lies not in how many people kneel before you,
but in how many lives you uplift behind the scenes.

Their stories reflect the evolution of leadership—from the age of the
sword to the age of service. In comparing the two, we realize tglat
"while power can create history, purpose creates legacy."
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President’s Message

Rtn. Mahesh Jhanwar
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Rotary International President
For

2025-26

Rtn. Francesco Arezzo

Dear fellow member,

In an increasingly divided world, Rotary remains a beacon for unity.
As we move Rotary forward, our core values and mission remain
constant, keeping us focused on membership, peace, and polio.

We begin this year with a clear message: Unite for Good. It is an
extraordinary phrase for its simplicity, brevity, and impact. Because
behind every act of service, every new member, and every global
challenge, two things matter most: friendship and trust.

Short Biodata

Arezzo is an orthodontist in private practice. He is active
internationally as a member of the Italian, European, and American
orthodontics associations. He is vice president of the National
Association of Italian Dentists for the province of Ragusa and was the
founder and head for seven years of the delegation for Ragusa of the
National Trust for Italy. He is a Knight of Honor and Devotion in
Obedience within the Sovereign Order of Malta.

A Rotary member for more than 30 years, Arezzo has served as vice
chair of the Joint Strategic Planning Committee and as RI director,
learning facilitator, and as district conference presidential
representative.

Arezzo is a Major Donor and Benefactor of The Rotary Foundation.
He is married to Anna Maria Criscione, an entrepreneur in the
tourism field. They have two children. 6
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District Governor 2025-26
Rtn. Er. Arun Bhandare

Rtn, Arun Daniel Bhandare is a member of
Rotary club of Ichalkaranji Executive and
has been serving Rotary and the
community of RID 3170 (India) for over 28
years. He is ably supported by his spouse
Rtn. Madhavi, who is the member of
Rotary club of Ichalkaraniji Textile City.

Rtn. Arun is born in a family, which respects joint family culture, no
wonder he is blessed with values, which made him spiritual, humble,
social and ethical. He is a graduate of Civil Engineering with a bright
educational career. He is University Ranker and is an accomplished
consultant, valuer and Building Contractor. Rtn. Arun is known for his
expertise in construction of Industrial structures, showrooms, Hotels,
commercial complexes, Multiplex Theaters, educational institutes and
Bungalows.

His vast experience in the field was recognized by Indian Institute of
Engineers and Indian Council of Arbitration by bestowing the coveted
membership. He is Member of Indian Council of Arbitration, Govt.
approved valuer: Chartered Engineer and recipient of Award of
excellence from various professional organizations which includes
CREDAI and Institution of Engineers, India.

Rtn. Arun possesses excellent leadership skills which were
demonstrated when he was the President of Builders Association of
India, Engineers and Architects Association at Ichalkaraniji.

Socially and professionally, he is associated with Maharashtra
Chamber of Commerce, Indian Red Cross Society, Kolhapur
Chamber of Commerce and Industries, Kolhapur District Kho-Kho
Association and Ichalkaranji Church. His involvement and exemplified
Service to the community is honoured with - SAMAJ RATNA national

award.
7
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Rtn. Arun was inducted in 1997 to the R.C. of Ichalkaranji. His
contribution in strengthening the club is recognized with BEST
ROTARIAN Award by his club, similarly, he was adjudged as the
Best Secretary of the District in 2002-03. Rtn. Arun served his club as
President in 2010-11 and was bestowed with 20 Awards with Best
President Award along with 15 other District Awards and 4 Rotary
International Awards.

The district leaders aptly identified his potentials and gave him
opportunities to develop him as an established Rotary leader through
various District Assignments. He had carried out all these
assignments with excellence. So he bestowed with various awards.

Rtn. Arun and Madhavi are proud Donors to The Rotary Foundation
with a reorganization of being a Major Donor. His Service to Rotary
District 3170 has been appreciated with laurels by Rotary
International Awards. namely-Club builder award (Twice), Avenues of
service Award (Twice) and TRF District Service Award.

He is the founder Trustee of Deepak Memorial Trust which helps the
needy and deserving by supporting the cause of education and
health.

All good deeds has been reciprocated equally by God who has gifted
03 promising children to these pious, generous and spiritual couple.
The couple is blessed with two sons and one daughter. Son Amol is
B.Tech and serving in Multinational Company. Daughter Capt. Esther
is a commercial pilot of Boeing 787 Dreamliner on International flights
and her husband is HOD of Medical Tourism for 52 countries and
Global Head for 82 Countries. Younger son Aashish is married to
Interior Designer Neelam and the couple is managing the family
business of Construction and running their own Interior Designer
Company.

Rtn. Arun has a perfect life partner in Rtn. Madhavi who is a qualified
Trainer for slow leaner students. Rtn. Madhavi is the Past President
of Innerwheel club of Ichalkaranji with Best President Award and Best
ISO Award to her credit.

R.L. Dist. 3170 is fortunate have an accomplished Rotary and
Business leader to lead the district during 2025-26. 8
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Secretarial Report

Rtn. Dr. Abhijit Udgaonkar

Meeting No. 1 : 03-07-2025

Installation Ceremony of the New team for 2025 -
26
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Meeting No. 2 : 10-07-2025
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On the occasion of Guru Pournima, the club organized a special
lecture on the topic “Vishwaguru Bharat”.

We were privileged to have Dr. Ashish Puranik, Associate Professor,
Chintamanrao College of Commerce, Sangli, and Life Member of
Deccan Education Society, Pune, as the guest speaker. He delivered
an enlightening and inspiring address.

Dr. Puranik emphasized that Bharat is not merely a geographical
entity but a cultural and intellectual treasure. Referring to ancient
universities like Nalanda and Takshashila, he highlighted India’s
immense contributions in mathematics, astronomy, Ayurveda,
shipbuilding, and architecture. He also spoke about India’s enduring
family values, tolerance, and coexistence as guiding examples for the
world.

Quoting Swami Vivekananda, he reminded that India has always
been a timeless center of knowledge. While foreign invasions and
colonial rule disrupted this journey, he urged today’s generation to
reclaim India’s role as Vishwaguru.

The lecture was deeply appreciated as it not only marked the
celebration of Guru Pournima but also rekindled pride in India’s rich
knowledge heritage.

On this occasion, the club also felicitated members who have made
noteworthy contributions in the field of education.

The meeting was well received, with an attendance of 75

members and guests. 12
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Meeting No. 3: 17-07-2025
Club Assembly
The first Club Assembly of RY 2025-26 was held on 17th July 2025.

President Rtn. Mahesh Jhanwar addressed the gathering and shared
his vision for the year, highlighting the projects and services to be
undertaken through our club.

All Directors presented their respective avenues and announced the
committee chairmen. The committee chairmen, in turn, outlined their
plans and initiatives for the year.

Our Assistant Governor, Rtn. Dharmendra Khilare, appreciated the
club’s plans and provided valuable guidance, which will help us
achieve our goals in the coming year.

The assembly was marked by enthusiastic participation and was
attended by 55 Rotarians.

14
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Meeting No. 4 : 24-07-2025
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As the month of July is designated as Maternal and Child Health
Month by Rotary International , our club organized a special meeting
focusing on child health, particularly the impact of the digital era on
children.

We were privileged to have Dr. Vinayak Patki, Head of the
Department of Pediatrics and Neonatology, KIMS UAIMS Hospital
and a distinguished national figure in pediatrics, deliver an insightful
lecture on the topic “Pixel and Problems. Digital Era and Child Health
— Issues in Front of Parents.

Excessive screen use—whether through mobile phones, computers,
or other digital devices—has a profound impact on physical, mental,
emotional, and social well-being.

Dr. Patki highlighted that conscious and disciplined use of
technology, especially among children and adolescents, is essential
for maintaining a healthy and balanced life.

This meeting was a joint event with the Inner Wheel Club of Sangli,
adding further value and participation.

The program received an overwhelming response, with an
attendance of 120 members and guests.

15
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Meeting No. 5: 31-07-2025
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Community service Project — Tree Plantation
Date : 1 July 2025 A Green Beginning to Rotary Year 2025-26!

Rotary Club of Sangli marked the start of the new Rotary year with a
Tree Plantation Drive on 1st July 2025 at Rotary Hall premises.

This noble initiative was undertaken in fond remembrance of Late
Rtn. Mohanibhai Desai and Late Rtn. Arundada Dandekar, two pillars
of our Rotary family whose legacy continues to inspire us.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation and reflected our
commitment to sustainability and community service.
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Fireside meeting

First fireside meeting of the RY 25-26 was conducted at Rotary hall,
RC Sangli premises, Sangli on 27 July 25 .

New and invited members were given the information about Rotary
movement and our Rotary Club by Past Presidents Rtn. Dr CS
Purandare and Rtn. Pramod Patil.

Meeting was conducted in the presence of President Rtn. Mahesh
Jhanwar and Secretary Rtn. Dr. Abhijit Udgaonkar and was
organized by Club Service Director Rtn. Vardhaman Patil and
Fireside Committee Chairman Rtn. Rajkumar Rohida.

Community Service Project — Sponsoring education of
single parent children

3 July 2025.
Aakar Foundation works for education of single parent children.

Our Rotay club of Sangli has taken the responsibility of education of
28 out of those single parent children.

Rotary Club of Sangli is sponsoring financially for their
education for a year. 0
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Unite for Good
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One Minute Rotary

By PP Rtn. Dr. Chandrashekhar Purandare
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One Minute Rotary (Continued)
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One Minute Rotary (Continued)
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MATERNAL AND CHILD
HEALTH

"Improved maternal health benefits the whole of
society"
Isabella Lovin

This focus emphasizes Rotary's commitment to improving
the health and well-being of mothers and children
worldwide.

Rotary clubs address this by providing immunizations,
enhancing access to essential medical services, supporting
trained healthcare providers, and empowering local
communities to manage healthcare training programs.

Maternal and Child Health is also one of Rotary's seven
areas of focus.
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Ann’s Corner

By Dr. Anjali Nilesh Malu

Ancient Wisdom for Modern World

Emotional Intelligence: The Defining Line Between Virtue and
Vice

Whenever we think about the epic tales of the Ramayana, the figure
of Ravana stands in contrast to Rama. Similarly, in the Mahabharata,
Krishna and Duryodhana emerge as opposing forces. What
distinguishes these characters at their core? It is not merely a battle
between good and evil—it is a matter of intention, shaped by
emotional intelligence.

Ravana was wealthy, brilliant, and deeply knowledgeable—qualities
that typically signify success. Yet, despite his virtues, he was proud,
arrogant, and full of lust, and ego. These very traits led to his
downfall. Rama, on the other hand, possessed similar intellectual and
material strengths, but he remained humble, composed, and free
from ego. The difference lay not in their capabilities, but in their
emotional disposition.

Emotions are the silent architects of our intentions and desires. When
Rama lost Sita, he did not succumb to panic or despair. Instead, he
responded with strategic clarity and emotional restraint, ultimately
leading to Ravana’s defeat. In contrast, Ravana reacted impulsively
when Lakshmana disfigured Surpanakha. His rage and thirst for
revenge clouded his judgment, setting in motion a chain of
destructive events. His inability to regulate his emotions proved
catastrophic.

This contrast illustrates a profound truth: Rama and Krishna
exemplified emotional intelligence.
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What Is Emotional Intelligence?

Emotional intelligence is the ability to recognize, understand, and
manage one’s own emotions, as well as to perceive and respond to
the emotions of others. When we correctly identify our emotional
states, we gain the power to regulate them—transforming envy into
motivation, or anger into resolve.

Equally important is the ability to empathize. Understanding others’
emotions helps develop compassion, strengthens relationships, and
enhances decision-making. It enables us to handle complex social
dynamics with grace and effectiveness.

Consider the battlefield of Kurukshetra: Arjuna, overwhelmed by guilt
and moral conflict, hesitated to fight his own kin. It was Krishna—
emotionally astute and deeply empathetic—who guided him through
this turmoil. The Bhagavad Gita itself is a masterclass in emotional
transformation, turning Arjuna’s despair into a sense of duty and
higher purpose. Krishna’s emotional intelligence not only empowered
Arjuna but also ensured the victory of good over bad.

Emotional Intelligence: The Bridge Between Success and Inner
Peace

In our journey of life, we work for wealth, recognition, and a luxurious
lifestyle, we invest immense effort and dedication. However, the
journey is not very smooth. We go through a spectrum of emotions—
frustration, anxiety, anger, envy, and greed. If left unchecked, these
emotions can distort judgment, fuel unethical behavior, and in
extreme cases, lead to destructive outcomes. Emotional regulation,
therefore, is not a luxury—it is a necessity.

One may accumulate riches, yet remain emotionally poor. Material
progress is very important for societal advancement, but if we pay lot
of attention to external achievements, it may create imbalance and
give rise to many problems. Emotional intelligence helps restore that

balance.
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Reclaiming Emotional Intelligence in a Distracted World

Today’s world of cut- throat competition and digital immersion, has
set emotions aside. The constant pressure to succeed—along with
the overuse of gadgets—has led many to experience high levels of
jealousy, anger, anxiety, and distrust. When emotions are neglected
or mismanaged, individuals may develop maladaptive ways of coping
mechanism, known as schemas. A schema is a habituated pattern of
emotional response that can distort perception and behavior. For
instance, a child raised in an environment dominated by emotional
manipulation—such as frequent emotional blackmail—may learn to
suppress all emotions, even positive ones like love and affection.
Over time, this can result in emotional numbness and an inability to
connect meaningfully with others.

This underlines the importance of emotional literacy. When we
cultivate love and kindness toward others, we not only uplift those
around us but also nourish our own sense of happiness and well-
being. Emotional intelligence is not just a personal asset—it’s a social
catalyst. Hence parents and teachers have a very important role to
play in shaping the values of the child. An emotionally intelligent
parent and teacher together can create an environment, where child
feels emotionally safe, understood and valued.

Discover the happiness.

Practices such as mindfulness, ancient Buddhist techniques,
devotional gatherings like kirtans, and meditation offer powerful tools
for emotional transformation. Through these practices, we can begin
to dissolve the patterns that hinder joy and rediscover the fullness of
life.
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